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Editorial 

Publication  expansion  and  online  access 


Renewable  &  Sustainable  Energy  Reviews  is  the  leading  review  journal  in  the  field. 
It  fulfils  an  important  role  for  those  involved  in  renewables  research,  applications 
and  policy,  across  universities,  industry,  government,  consultancies  and  independent 
research  facilities.  Since  its  launch  in  1997,  readers  of  the  journal  have  enjoyed  high 
quality  reviews  encompassing  diverse  areas.  The  focus  of  articles  has  ranged  from 
broad  coverage  of  an  entire  resource  area,  such  as  wind  energy,  to  reviews  of  pro¬ 
gress  in  specific  ‘hot  topic’  areas,  such  as  fast  pyrolysis  for  biomass  and  safety 
considerations  for  hydrogen  aircraft. 

At  a  time  when  the  renewables  field  is  expanding  to  provide  a  greater  contribution 
to  the  global  energy  mix,  so  too  Renewable  &  Sustainable  Energy  Reviews  is  evolv¬ 
ing.  We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  the  journal  is  increasing  in  size  from  four 
to  six  issues  in  2002;  this  will  enable  the  journal  to  provide  more  comprehensive 
coverage  across  the  field  with  regular  updates  on  key  areas.  This  issue  contains  four 
new  reviews,  including  an  updated  and  expanded  version  of  the  first  paper  published 
in  Renewable  &  Sustainable  Energy  Reviews  on  geothermal  energy.  This  volume  is 
also  marked  by  a  new  journal  cover,  on  which  you  will  see  reference  to  ScienceDirect 
and  ScienceDirect  Web  Editions,  the  two  routes  for  accessing  Renewable  &  Sus¬ 
tainable  Energy  Reviews  electronicallv: 
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•  ScienceDirect  is  the  premier  web-based  collection  of  scientific,  technical  and 
medical  journals  in  the  world,  offering  customised  research  solutions  for  academic 
and  corporate  libraries  and  their  users.  Within  ScienceDirect,  researchers  can 
access  a  critical  mass  of  the  world’s  leading  energy  journals  and  full-text  articles, 
search  the  leading  abstract  and  indexing  services,  and  link  out  to  articles  from  an 
array  of  additional  publishers.  All  papers  published  in  Renewable  &  Sustainable 
Energy  Reviews  are  available  online  via  ScienceDirect.  Readers  may  be  surprised 
to  find  out  that  their  institution  or  department  already  has  access  to  ScienceDirect. 
To  try  your  access,  go  to  www.sciencedirect.com  and  click  on  the  ‘group-wide 
login’  button — you  will  immediately  gain  access  if  you  are  in  an  authorised  insti¬ 
tution  (recognised  by  IP  address).  If  you  are  unable  to  obtain  access  this  way, 
please  view  the  demonstration  and  contact  your  librarian  or  information  officer, 
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who  will  then  be  able  to  advise  you  whether  ScienceDirect  access  is  available  or 
planned,  or  whether  your  institution  has  access  to  ScienceDirect  Web  Editions. 
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•  ScienceDirect  Web  Editions  provides  members  of  institutions  with  print  subscrip¬ 
tions  with  online  access  to  the  individual  Web  Editions  of  their  subscribed  jour¬ 
nals.  Readers  at  subscribing  institutions  who  do  not  have  access  to  ScienceDirect 
can  therefore  access  the  Web  Edition  of  Renewable  &  Sustainable  Energy 
Reviews.  Users  can  browse  the  list  of  subscribed  journals  for  their  institution,  link 
to  tables  of  contents  via  abstracts,  and  view  and  print  full-text  articles  in  PDF  and 
HTML  formats.  If  your  institution  subscribes  to  the  print  version  of  Renewable  & 
Sustainable  Energy  Reviews ,  you  can  enjoy  electronic  access  to  current  issues  of 
the  journal  (on  a  12  month  rolling  basis).  To  log  on  to  the  Web  Edition  of  Renew¬ 
able  &  Sustainable  Energy  Reviews  go  to  www.sciencedirect.com/web-editions. 
If  this  access  seems  unavailable  please  contact  your  librarian  or  information  officer 
and  ask  them  to  complete  the  free  registration  of  your  organisation  and  IP  address 
using  the  online  form. 


We  have  been  encouraged  by  the  increasing  number  of  submissions  to  Renew¬ 
able  &  Sustainable  Energy  Reviews  recently.  Authors  interested  in  writing  a  review 
should  initially  refer  to  the  aims  and  scope  and  notes  for  the  guidance  of  authors 
available  at  http://authors.elsevier.com/journal/rser.  Authors  should  then  contact  the 
Editor-in-Chief  to  discuss  proposals  in  detail. 

Finally,  we  need  your  feedback  so  that  we  can  improve  the  journal  and  its  online 
services  further.  We  are  confident  that  the  expanded  publication  frequency  of  Renew¬ 
able  &  Sustainable  Energy  Reviews  coupled  with  the  flexible  online  access  options 
will  contribute  to  the  increased  awareness  of  renewables  technologies  to  the  wider 
energy  community,  and  look  forward  to  feedback  from  readers  using  the  contact 
details  below. 

Enjoy  the  double  issue. 
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